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B-3036

'Little" Hughes Street, 43-51 Hughes Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21230

(Description of Physical Appearance - continued)

of the "worker class" shelter type housing for the era. The building is two

and one-half (2 1/2) stories at the front, and two (2) stories at the rear with
a three percent (3%) pitched roof running from front to rear. The primary
construction material is brick for all exterior walls and foundation with wooden
four (L) inch by six (6) inch floor joists and one (1) inch by six (6) inch

rine plank flooring and roof sheathing.

There are several distinguishing srchitectural elements present in the structure.
The remaining portions of the windows, illustrate guite clearly the "Baltimore
Zu1l-nose" jamb stock material, which was typical for this geographical areaz as
well es time period. In =zddition, the remeins of the mortising for shutter
ringes, and mortising for hinge stops are clearly visible. There is also the
remaineg of three (3) inch wooden sub-sill sill stock material which is extremely
1ypicel for this earlier type of " Federal Hill Construction".

In addition to the windows, there are several other features that would date the
structure including "bull-nose" jamb stock material for exterior doors, arches
over top windows and dooors, the corbelling of the brick combined with the
cornice material on the front of the structure.

The side elevations will illustrate stepping of the end walls which was done
rrimarily as a cost saving feature. Additionally, you can clearly see the

fth course common brick bond which was typical of the less expensive dwellings
in the eares.

The rear of the structure is significantly more deteriorated than the front or
+he sides. There is evidence of room additions and alterations that were not
part of the original structure and since have deteriorated to the point that
only portions of Jjoists remain.

This building is typical of the types of construction and architecture that
were present along alley-ways and secondary streets within the Federal Hill
Registered Histeoric District, and further illustrates the marked difference
btetween the more expensive and refined architecture that exists on Light
Stireet znd Montgomery Street.

(Statement of Significance - continued)

Unfortunetely, we have been unable to determine the builder of the property,
but however, have managed to date the construction back to 1832. The originel
owner of the building was a Mr. Peter Gold. In addition, the building was
owned and occupied by Tecumseh Tribe #15 of the Improved Order of Redman from
1859-1861.

Our sources to confirm this information are: The Land Records of Baltimore City,
Tax Accessors Field Books and Historical Records Survey Index located within the
Taltimore City Archives, 1798 Federal Property Assessment located within the
Mzrylaerd Eell of Records, Annapolis, Maryland.

Tnrough our reconstruction we have been unsble to determine when the rear room



$-3036

"Little" Hughes Street, 43-51 Hughes Street Baltimore, Maryland 21230

(statement of Significance - continued, Page 2)

alterations were implemented. However, it would be our opinion, based on the
types of nails and nominal dimensions of the remaining material, that the porches
were not original. Aso, it appears as though the doors exiting onto the

"porches" were cut into the original masonry at a later date.
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B-3036 o~ c. 1860's - 1870's
43-51 E: Hughes St. (South side)

Baltimore, Md. -

Private access

This row of- five small two story, two bay wide brick houses with
shed roofs are typical of the type of alley house built to house the lowest
economic segment of the local population in the years after the Civil War.
The houses are two rooms deep with a narrow central staircase. Houses
such as these were built in the narrow alleys and courtyards running back
between Montgomery and Hughes and Hill Streets and were mostly inhabited
by black families in the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The
houses are currently unoccupied but have recently been sold by the city
to private owners and will hopefully soon be renovated and restored to
their use as private residences.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

ﬁNAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON

BALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
43-49 E. Hughes St,

CITY TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Baltimore — VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
Maryland
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT _XPUBLIC —_OCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE  __MUSEUM
X BUILDING(S) __PRIVATE XUNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
—STRUCTURE __BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL — PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED ——GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL —_TRANSPORTATION
XNO —MILITARY 3 OTHER: restoratior
—— contempratea
PY OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Mayor and City Council Telephone #:
STREET & NUMBER
CITY. TOWN STATE, Z1lp code
Baltimore ___ VICINITY OF Maryland 21202
EJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION CABER s
COURTHOUSE. Folio #:

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Records Office Room 601
STREET & NUMBER

Baltimore City Courthouse

. CITY. TOWN STATE
— Baltimore Maryland 21202
DI REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE




DESCRIPTION
M
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT HADETERIORATED —UNALTERED _XORIGINAL SITE
—GOoOD —RUINS XALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This row of five two story, two bay brick buildings with shed roofs was
built as a unit and originally included one more house on its easternmost end.

The buildings are two stories in height, about 12 1/2' wide, and extend back
on their lots about 35'. They are constructed in running bond. Both the end walls,
and the partition walls between the wvarious units extend up past the roof line.

Each house originally had a single, rectangular hooded chimney, though some are
missing today. A simple, two-tiered brick cornice extends across the facade.

All of the window and door openings are surmounted by common arches. The
gills are wood. No original sash remains and the openings are boarded. Each
doorway had a single light transom, but most of the doorways are now boarded over.
The houses sit on high basements, the entrances being reached by four stone steps.
Rectangular coal openings with common arch lintels are located under the first
floor windows.

Each house is two rooms deep, with steep, narrow stairs rising in a straighm
flight between the two rooms. The front rooms are about 12' x 12', the rear )
rooms about 11' x 11'. Both rooms were fitted with stoves. The basement is
only under the front section of the house; the rear door opens onto a narrow
alleyway. Each house has a second story projecting frame bathroom addition which
extends out over the alleyway and is supported on wooden posts.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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B} SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—_PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ——RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —Law —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —LITERATURE — SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 _ZARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART __ENGIMNEERING —MusIC —THEATER
X.1800-1899 __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- _COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPECIFY)
_INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1870 's BUILDER/ARCHITECT Charles Pfeffer

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This row of tiny two story houses is important as representing the type of
plain dwelling constructed for rental to the lowest economic level of worker in
the Federal Hill area. This row of houses, along with the adjoining row at 730-
736 Pepper Court (now demolished) formed the kind of courtyard and alley living
conditions that were severely criticized in a 1907 Baltimore Housing Survey for being
cramped, ill-lighted, ill-ventilated, and with poor sewage drainage. At that time
the residents of this type of housing along both the south and north sides of Hughes
St. were black. Most other houses of this type in the area, especially along Hughes St.

have been demolished.
The houses are currently being offered for sale by the City to private owners

who hopefully will renovate the units.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES -

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
NIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

BIAIE COUNTY s
STATE COUNTY o
EB1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 3/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd.
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Maryland 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

Ps- 1108
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B-3036

43-49 E. Hughes Street
Block 0896 Lots 033-034
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3036 43-49 E. Hughes St.

M.E.H. 6/79

North elevation



